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Troop 455 - Eagle Court of Honor

Call to Order – Scoutmaster David Cox
Invocation – Thomas Rudolph
Opening Flag Ceremony – Pledge of Allegiance – Ashton Edmeades and Scouts
Convening of the National Court of Honor – Jim Pierce

· Honor guard escorts Eagle Candidate to front – Scouts
Reaffirmation of the Scout Oath and Law – Vic Reinhold
Significance of Eagle Badge and Eagle Challenge –  Mickey Smith
Eagle Charge – Bill Jacobson
Presentation of the Eagle Rank – Scoutmaster David Cox
· Eagle Scouts ( Nick Bennett, Dominic Colletta, Will McConnell and Randall Schwartz
· Moms

· Dads
· Coaches
New Eagles comments ( Nick Bennett, Dominic Colletta, Will McConnell and Randall Schwartz

Closing – Jim Pierce

Retire the Colors - Scouts
Welcome and Call to Order

David Cox

Good morning everyone.  I am pleased to welcome you as we honor Nick, Dominic, Will and Randall for attaining Scouting’s highest rank, the Eagle Scout Award.  This is a great moment worthy of celebration.  

I'd like to remind you all that there will be a reception honoring our new Eagle Scouts immediately following the ceremony in the fellowship hall.

Please rise for the invocation, presented by Thomas Rudolph, and remain standing for the presentation of the colors.
Invocation

Thomas Rudolph

Dear God, we come to you this day thanking you for our abundant blessings.  We thank you for bringing us together as a family of Scouts, gathered to celebrate the accomplishments of Nick, Dominic, Will and Randall in attaining the rank of Eagle.  We ask that you would bless them, their families, the Scouts, Leaders, and Guests who are assembled here.  We ask for your continued guidance for all the Scouts of Troop 455.  Give our leaders the patience and wisdom to guide each Scout on life's pathway.  We thank you for hearing our prayer this morning.  Amen. 

 Will Ashton Edmeades please come up for the posting of the colors.
Opening Flag Ceremony

Ashton Edmeades and Color Guard (???????)
1. Scouts and Guests please stand for the presentation of Colors

2. Scouts Attention

3. Color Guard Attention

4. Color Guard Forward March

5. Scout Salute

6. Halt

7. Post the Colors

8. Recite the Pledge of Allegiance
9. Color Guard About Face

10. Color Guard Forward March

11. Halt
12. Color Guard Dismissed
Please be seated

Will Mr. Pierce please come up to convene the Court of Honor.

(Ashton remains at the front)

Convening of the Court of Honor
Jim Pierce
By the authority vested in me as a representative of the Atlanta Area Council and the National Council, Boy Scouts of America I declare this Eagle Court of Honor to be convened for the purpose of awarding the Eagle Rank to Nick Bennett, Dominic Colletta, Will McConnell and Randall Schwartz.
Scout - Ashton Edmeades
Will the Honor Guard (xxx and xxx) escort Eagle Candidates Nick Bennett, Dominic Colletta, Will McConnell and Randall Schwartz to the front?  [Nick, Dominic, Will and Randall are escorted to the front and are seated next to their parents]
Will Mr. Reinhold please come forward and conduct the Reaffirmation of the Scout Oath and Law.

Reaffirmation of the Scout Oath and Law

Vic Reinhold
All along the trail of achievement, many have given you advice and encouragement.  You have been faithful in serving this troop, in giving leadership to its scouts, in practicing the principles of the Scout Oath and Law, and in practicing the good turn in your daily life. 

Dominic, Nick, Randall and Will, I ask you now to stand and repeat the Scout Oath and Law.  Will all scouts and scouters please stand and join with Dominic, Nick, Randall and Will in reciting the scout oath and law.


Scout Oath



On my honor I will do my best

To do my duty to God and my country

and to obey the Scout Law;

To help other people at all times;

To keep myself physically strong,

mentally awake, and morally straight.

Scout Law

A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, 
kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent.

Mickey Smith, would you please come forward to present the Significance of the Eagle and Eagle Scout Challenge?
Eagle Scout Challenge and

Significance of Eagle Badge

Mickey Smith
The Legend of Eagle Mountain

Early one morning a young boy stood at a trailhead. Before him rose a mighty mountain, which seemed all the mightier when compared with his smallness.

A trail led to the mountain and then up it to incredible heights before vanishing in the clouds. On this trail the boy could see other boys and young men, some of whom turned and beckoned him to follow.

The boy began to climb, refusing perhaps to believe that he could ever reach the top. At first the trail rose gently, and the boy had many companions. But soon he began to sweat and breathe heavily, and many of his companions turned away. And still the boy climbed.

At times he climbed quickly. At times he climbed slowly. At times he had to go down a little way to find another path or stop a while to catch his breath. But still he climbed. The trail became steeper, the air thinner, but the climber scarcely noticed for he had, along the way, become stronger of body and hardier of spirit. And still he climbed.

And finally in the cool peace of eveningtime, he stood alone at the top of the world and looked around him. To the left he saw a fiery golden sunset. To the right he saw a diamond-studded, silky-black night sky. Behind him he saw the trail that he had followed and the hikers who were following in his footsteps.

And in front of him he saw another mountain. And another. And another. And a whole procession of mountains marching off to the horizon. But the young man (for now he was a man) knew that none of these other mountains was insurmountable, that all could and would be climbed. For he had learned many skills in the climbing of the first mountain, and he would carry those skills with him long after this mountain was forgotten.

And besides, he could begin climbing the next mountain tomorrow. Tonight he would rest and celebrate and ponder the journey that he had completed. 

And so today, we pause to rest and celebrate and honor these fine young men, Eagle Scouts Nick Bennett, Dominic Coletta, Will McConnell and Randall Schwartz, as they stand at the top of the world and look around them.
Will Bill Jacobson please come forward to lead the Eagle Scout Charge.
Eagle Scout Charge

Bill Jacobsen
Scouts of all nations make up one of the most wholesome and significant movements in the world’s history. You have been judged by the Boy Scouts of America as being worthy of this honor. All who know you rejoice in your achievement. This award, as you will know, is one of honor and responsibility. You are a marked man. As an Eagle Scout, you have assumed a solemn obligation to do your duty to God, to Country, to your fellow Scouts, and to mankind in general. This is a great undertaking. As you live up to your obligations you bring honor to yourself and to your brother Scouts.” 

America has many good things to give you and your children after you; but these good things depend for the most part on the quality of her citizens. Our country has had a great past. You can help make the future even greater.
I charge you to undertake your citizenship with a solemn dedication. Be a leader, but lead only toward the best. Lift up every task you do and every office you hold to the highest level of service to God and to your fellow man.
So live and serve, that those who know you will be inspired to finer living. I charge you to be among those who dedicate their hearts, hands, skills, and abilities to the common good. Help to build America’s future by continuing to set an example of clean living, honest work, unselfish citizenship and reverence for God, whatever others may do. You will leave behind you a record of which you may be justly proud.
Eagle Candidates Nick Bennett, Dominic Colletta, Will McConnell and Randall Schwartz, I charge you to enter this Eagle Scout brotherhood holding without reservation and ever before you the ideals of honor and service. By the repetition of the Eagle Scout promise before your fellow members, you will become an Eagle Scout. When you pledge yourself on your sacred honor, you will be sealing your eternal loyalty to the code of the Eagle Scout with the same words which closed the Declaration of Independence.
Will all Eagle Scouts here today please stand and renew your Eagle Scout Promise as Nick, Dominic, Will and Randall join our brotherhood? (Pause) Scout sign; repeat after me;
I reaffirm my allegiance .... to the three promises of the Scout Oath .... I thoughtfully recognize .... and take upon myself .... the obligations and responsibilities .... of an Eagle Scout. .... On my honor, I will do my best .... to make my training an example .... and my status and my influence .... count strongly for better Scouting .... and for better citizenship .... in my troop, .... in my community, .... and in my contacts with other people. .... To this I pledge my sacred honor.
Please be seated.

Nick, Dominic, Will and Randall, your conduct along the trail has been excellent. You have rededicated yourself to the principles of Scouting. But one more thing is important ... your future.  As an Eagle Scout, you become a guide to other Scouts. You become an example in your community. Remember that your actions are now a little more conspicuous and people will expect more of you. To falter in your responsibility would reflect not only on you, but on your fellow Eagles and all of Scouting. The torch you carry is not only yours, but it is also ours.
And now, would David Cox please come up for the Presentation of the Eagle Rank

Presentation of the Eagle Rank

David Cox
1. Presentation of the Eagle Badges
Parents please stand beside Nick, Dominic, Will and Randall.
Life Scouts Nick Bennett, Dominic Colletta, Will McConnell and Randall Schwartz, we are finally at that point you have been waiting for. Having confirmed all readiness for the reception of this award, it is now time to formally present this high badge of accomplishment.

By the authority vested in me by the National Court of Honor of the Boy Scouts of America, it is my privilege and pleasure to pronounce you an Eagle Scout. May the Oath you have taken always remain with you.

Ms. Bennett, will you pin the Eagle Scout Medal on Nick.

Ms. Cutshall, will you pin the Eagle Scout Medal on Dominic.  
Ms. McConnell, will you pin the Eagle Scout Medal on Will.
Ms. Schwartz, will you pin the Eagle Scout Medal on Randall.
2. Presentation of the Mother’s Pin

No one will ever know the unnumbered acts of self-sacrifice and helpfulness from the mother of this Eagle Scout which have led us to this night. As the symbol of what his mother has made possible, I will now ask this Eagle to present his mother with the mother’s Eagle pin.
3. Presentation of the Father’s Pin

In recognition of fatherly advice and guidance along the trail to Eagle, I will now ask this Eagle to present his father with the father’s Eagle pin.
4. Presentation of the Coach’s Pin

Nick, if there has been an adult who has been particularly inspirational, encouraging, and helpful to you in your scouting career, I ask you to present that person with the Mentor’s Eagle pin. (Nick will give pin to ????)

Dominic, if there has been an adult who has been particularly inspirational, encouraging, and helpful to you in your scouting career, I ask you to present that person with the Mentor’s Eagle pin. (Dominic will give pin to ????)
Will, if there has been an adult who has been particularly inspirational, encouraging, and helpful to you in your scouting career, I ask you to present that person with the Mentor’s Eagle pin. (Will will give pin to Mr. Reinhold)

Randall, if there has been an adult who has been particularly inspirational, encouraging, and helpful to you in your scouting career, I ask you to present that person with the Mentor’s Eagle pin. (Randall will give pin to ????)

5. Presentation of Flowers to the Mothers
On Behalf of Troop 455 I would like to present this bouquet of flowers to Emily.   Each rose represents each of the scouting ranks earned by Nick.
On Behalf of Troop 455 I would like to present this bouquet of flowers to Mary Beth.   Each rose represents each of the scouting ranks earned by Dominic.

On Behalf of Troop 455 I would like to present this bouquet of flowers to Lisa.   Each rose represents each of the scouting ranks earned by Will.

On Behalf of Troop 455 I would like to present this bouquet of flowers to GiGi.   Each rose represents each of the scouting ranks earned by Randall.

New Eagles comments

1. Nick’s Comments

2. Dominic’s Comments
3. Will’s Comments

4. Randall’s Comments

Mr. Pierce, would you please come up for the closing?

Closing





Jim Pierce Troop Committee Chair

(Jim lit the candles at this point – talked through the ranks each candle represents.  The candle lighting isn’t in the script, but this is a good place for it and Jim did a great job walking through it)

I congratulate you as Eagle Scouts. The eagle soars high and seeks to rest only upon the lofty peaks. As an Eagle Scout, you too must soar high. You must not swerve from the path of duty. Your ideals must be lofty. You must strive to obtain that which is the highest and noblest in life." 

Having completed the task for which we gathered I hereby close this Eagle Court of Honor and present to you Eagle Scout Nick Bennett, Eagle Scout Dominic Colletta, Eagle Scout Will McConnell and Eagle Scout Randall Schwartz.
Ashton, would you please come back up to Retire the Colors?

Retirement of the Colors

Ashton Edmeades

Please rise.

*******Need to insert verbiage for retiring the colors here!

Miscellaneous scout roles needed:
1. 1-2 scouts to arrive 10/15 minutes early to hand out programs

2. 4 scouts to post and retire colors

3. 1 scout per Eagle to escort the Eagle to the front

4. 1 scout per mother to escort the mother to the front and back to her seat

